RACIAL CHARACTERS OF SOUTHERN ARABS

Now although the Armenian is native to Asia Minor,
the home of the Armenoid type - the people with flat
occiputs, lofty heads, prominent aquiline noses and long
faces - is a wide tract of Asia stretching from the Pamir
to the Levant. How, then, are we to account for the
prevalence of the Armenoid features at Oman and
in certain districts of India, for we cannot suppose
that the Armenoid type has arisen in India except
by transportation. The only explanation which appeals
to us is an early trade migration from Persia or an
adjacent country along the Persian Gulf to India.
The discoveries of Sir John Marshall in the valley
of the Indus prove that Mesopotamia and north-western
India were linked by trade as early as the 4th
millennium B.C. We suppose that somehow the brachy-
cephalic people of the Pamir-Levant tract broke south-
wards and implanted their predominant traits at various
points on the Persian Gulf and further afield. We
thus agree with Dr. Seligman as far as the Omani is
concerned; this type shows certain Armenoid features.
Yet besides these, it does possess many others which
link it with Captain Thomas's tribes along the southern
coastlands of Arabia.

It will be well that we should here break the thread of
our argument which seeks to demonstrate hamitic traits in
the South Arabs - in order that we may introduce a relevant
piece of evidence derived from the study of skulls. In the
Museum of the College of Surgeons there are two skulls
which we must describe to bring out the fact that the
brachycephaly of the South Arabian tribes is not the same
as that seen in the Omani and in true Armenians. One of
these skulls is from Oman and shows quite decided